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This is intended as a 
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ull and cortipTete . response 



February 13, 2004, having a shortened stj(iitory period for response set to expire on 



March 13, 2004. Please reconsider the claims pending in 
discussed below. 



ii 



to the Office Action dated 



the application for reasons 



The Applicants have chosen to ejjpedrte:' prosectjtion of this application by 
amending the clain^s into a 

Applicants reserve the right to prosecute thepriginal subject matter without prejudice in 
continuation/divisional applications. | 



CLAIM REJECTIONS 
A. 35U.S.C.§112 



Claims 2 and 1 1.-1 S 

j iv'' • • 

Claims 2 and 11-15 sitand rejected! j under 35 U.S.C. §112. 

I Li ' D 



respectfully disagree with regsrd to claim 2J0;The Applicants have amended claim 11 to 



The Applicants 



more clearly recite aspects of the invention.! . 



Regarding claim 2. it 
portion of the first precursor 



J 



implied t^^ti ths second precursor co-reacts with the 
at Is cherrjiisijirbedion the substrate. The limitations of 

In 



tnrjiisc^ - 

Li;;; h; I 



claim 2 recite that the first and second jvibrecursors are provided sequentially 



contrast, claim 1 provides no jlimitation ai jtp tlie iorder that precursors are provided to 
the chamber. Claim 1 1 has been amenildcl to' ciarify that a tantalum layer is formed 
from the first reactant. 

Thus, the Applicants submit that clairlis 2 and 11 aip in patentable form. Claims 
12-15 are patentable by virtue of the ^ijneidnnent to 
Applicants respectfully request the rejectionjbe withdrawn 
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claim 11. Accordingly, the 
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B. 35 U.S.C. §102(e) Claim 37 

Claim 37 stands njjected as bej^g sinticipated 
6.203,613 to Gates, et ai, (hereinafter 
Applicants have cancelled olain| 37. 
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referred to as 



ALLOWED AND NEW CLAIMS 

The Applicants thank the Examiner 



>)fl:'his 



claims 1. 4-8, 16-23, 32-36 anjd 45-47. Apgicants additionally thank the Examiner for 
his comments regarding the al owability of 



)y United States Patent No. 
Gates"). In response, the 



Cjlaims 2 and 1 1 
:si'also thank the 



limitations of base and intervening claims 



amended to address the rejecl 



ion under 36|,U.S 



in independent form as suggested by the Examiner 



New claims 51-58 have 



as new independent claims and 51 and 



Applicants submit that no new matter has||beeri entered 



patentable at least by their dependence 
request allowance of. these claims, and all 

CONCLUSION 

Thus, the Applicants submit that 
allowance. Accordingly, both reconsidera 
issuance are earnestly solicitejJ. 

If, however, the Examiner believes! 



been added.H Claims 39 and 43-44 have been rewritten 



121014/015 



comments regarding the allowability of 



if rewritten to overcome the 
Examiner for his comments 



rejection under 35 U.S.C. §112. Applican 

regarding the allowability of claims 38-48, f Ir^written in independent form to include the 

0n response, claims 2 and 11 have been 



C. §112, Claim 38 has been rewritten 



I 



claims depending therefrom. 



57-58 as suggested by the Examiner. The 



from 



claim 51. 



and that claims 52-56 are 
Accordingly, the Applicants 



[claims now pending are in condition for 
ion of this application and its swift passage to 



ftha 



requested that the Examiner telephone lOlHiKeith Taboada at (732)530-9404 so that 



256992 

PAGE 14/15 * RCVD AT 3/18/2004 2:29:21 PM [Eastern Standard 



1me]^SVR:USPT0£FXRF4 



any unresolved issues still exist, it is 
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possible. 
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I 



be made fori|bsolying such 



ii' 



I' r 



Resp)5CttJlly submifted. 




Keitt^ P. 
Atib^hev 
(73^) 



Mps;pr, 
59^iS"' 

Suit! 



Shrewsbury. NJ 07702 

'V. 
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issues as expeditiously as 



530 



aboad;^ 

Rfeg. No. 45,150 
9404 I 



atterson S Sheridan, LLP 
Shrj^wsbury A>^enue 



100 



hereby certify that this correspondence is be 

rS: 



transmitted by facsimile under 37 CF.R. §1 
March 18. 2004 and is addresped to Mail 
Non-Fee Amendment, Commissioner for 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313 
Facsimile No: ^703> 872-9306 . 



256992 



PAGE 1 5/15 * RCVD AT 3/18/2004 2:29:21 PM [Eastern Standard 



ng 

ian 

Pate'nls, 

rli 




Printed Ndjne of Person Signing 




Date of sigjnature 



ime] * SVR:USPTO£FXRF.1/0 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:732 530 9808 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-28 



